
South Hills Junior Orchestra

Come and play with theé..



What is SHJO?The South Hills 

Junior Orchestra    

is a non-profit 

metropolitan 

Pittsburgh youth 

orchestra  formed   

in 1983 to 

enhance school 

instrumental 

programs and to 

provide an 

orchestral playing 

experience for 

students from age 

eight through high 

school.



Why Should I Join?
ÅThe South Hills Junior 
Orchestra gives young 
musicians the 
opportunity to play with 
an orchestra in a non-
competitive environment.

ÅIt can be a stable home 
or can be used as a 
stepping stone  to more 
competitive symphony 
orchestras.

ÅSkills such as 
musicianship and 
leadership can be 
developed through peer 
interaction and director 
instruction.



Experienced Directors

Founding Directors

Donna Stark Fox

Paul K. Fox

Director/Composer-in-Residence

William Critser

Managing Director

Janet Vukotich

Associate Directors

Kerry Wilson

John Fisher

Greg Zawacki

Paul and Donna Fox



Where do they Play?
Now in its 27th season, SHJO annually presents
full-length fall and spring public performances,
and has performed on tour in Annapolis,
Baltimore and Cumberland, Maryland,
Lexington and Louisville, Kentucky, and other
cities as far as Boston, Massachusetts and
Washington D.C., played in Gettysburg and for
Pennsylvania Governor Rendell in the
Harrisburg Capitol Rotunda, and opened A
Taste of Lewiston Festival in Niagara Falls. A
number of ensemble concerts, receptions, and
banquets and are also sponsored annually.



Gettysburg 2010
This year, the South Hills Junior Orchestra performed at the 

Gettysburg Festival and the Visitors Center in Gettysburg, PA.

The orchestra visited the Capitol Building in Harrisburg, toured 

the battlefields, and spent a day Hershey Park.  



Gettysburg



Hershey Park

ñIôm in SHJO to play the awesome 

music and to spend time with the 

friends I made here.ò

-Chris K.
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άSHJO has helped me improve my 

skills greatly.  Mr. Fox, (our director) 

has created an atmosphere that is 

both educational and fun.ò

- Jonathan B.



What SHJO did for 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΧ

What South Hills Junior Orchestra 

has done for me is not possible to 

put into words.  At first, I had no 

idea what this orchestral 

experience could do for me..  

However, over the next four years, 

South Hills Junior Orchestra 

helped me to develop new 

friendships with students from 

school districts all over western 

Pennsylvania. It provided me with 

an opportunity to play my 

instrument outside of my school 

program.  Without SHJO, I know 

that I never would have become 

involved with the violin.  Thank 

you for everything South Hills 

Junior Orchestra!!!

--Brian D 



ñSHJO has helped me 

become a better 

musician and made me 

realize that music is a 

true inspiration in my 

life. SHJO has 

introduced me to so 

many people! These 

people are better than 

friends. Theyôre family. ò

~Tiffany T.



Practices/Concerts

ÅPractices are at Upper St. Clair on Saturdays 
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

ÅThere are two concerts (Fall and Spring) held 
in the USC High School auditorium each year.

ÅSHJO travels to play a holiday concert for the 
community in December.

ÅEvery summer, the South Hills Junior 
Orchestra takes a trip to other areas of the 
country to perform!



Concert at Northway Mall


